- “The BLINDNESS of VIRTU

Or How the “Eternal Triangle”
Asserted Itself in the Lives of a
Playwright and an Author, Each
of Whom Made a Specialty of
Writing All About Love and Sex
and Such Knowable Things.

T OW to add another chapter to
the ulready lengthy book, The
Little lronies of Life, and
further to increass the gayety

Cosmo Hamilton, English

# on virtue and of plays

preach a still more virtuous lesson,

bas husted up an American home and
rohbed Guy Reginald Bolton, who has
written a play telling all abont how to

ge1 and remuin married successfully, of
his lovely voung wife

It s very, very funny. DBoth play-
wrights if thev had collaburated on a
faree for 20 vears couldn’t possibly
have produced a play so hilariously
funny #s the actual and serlous situation
they have brought about in their real
lives,

Cosmo Hamilton has written reams of
pages most of which preach the beauty

of innocepce, the desirabllity of being
very. very good, the value of remaining
virtyous and the utter loveliness of
purity in all things.

Guy Reginald Boiton has written a
play., “The Rule of Three™ In it he
talks of women and marriage with the
gusurance of one who knows practically
all warth while about both subjects. He
ig quite sure how a woman can win &

man, how a man can win a woman and
how each ran hold the other.

And vet Cosmo Hamilton. the preacher
of innocence, purity and virtue, fell in
jove with the wife of Guy Belton, the
knower of women and marriage. bBut
Cosmo Hamilton did more than that. He
80 0« wrted himself with Guy Bolton's
wife that Guy Bolton found it very easy
to gat a divorce from her and the cus-
tody of a child Now Bolton is lving
alone while both the late Mrs. Bolton
and Cusmo Hamilton are residents of
England

That the Roltens had not llved to-
gether for the st year was known to a
few intimate friends But that he had
brouzht divoree proceedings was not
known until the final decree had been
glgned The Justive awarded the son to
the futher and the daughter to the
mother The rcouple were married in
New York in November of 1307 Mr
Bolton has been living In New York.
Mr. MHamilton lives in Buckinghamshira,
England

It deseloped in the trial that the man

who wrote "The Hlindness of Virtue™

registerrd at the Hotel Seville In New
York with Mrs. Bolton as Mr. and Mrs
Bolton of Boston. A love letter written
by Mrs. Bolton to IHamilton began “My
Darling Gossie’” and was signed “Your
Girl July.” Part of it read.

“I love and adore and shall as
long as 1 live I must come first alwuys
In your mind heart, and not only
first but to the exclusion of everything
except your work and famlly."”

[uterest in the domestic affairs of the
Boltons bezan to take shape Feb-
ruary when the fact was published that
Hamiltop Mrs. Bolton were at
Miami, Florida, and that the author of
“The Hlindness of Virtue" seen
often with the wife of the author of
“The Rule of Three'™

At the time Bolton said “She left
here sbout two months ago with a
mutual friend. The whole matter has
been settied.”
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The Heroina of Bolton's “The Rule of
Three' succeeds in capturing three hus-
bands. The snmmary of the gentie art

When the Superwoman Comes

ERMIT us to introduce the Super-

woman

She

Mir creation or our
Mrs. Minnine
philanthro-

s ont
It is
matist naod
ht Lier out
Iy the super
woman will bemutiful. will have
brains and w herself the best
wife and mother the world has yet knowa

*Whatever else
be she will not be a snbman, or ao imita-

poper,

she

ill prove

the syperwoman may

tion of man savs Mrs Cooper “For
the last fifty vears women have baep Lry-
ing toe bard to be like men, instead of
perfecting themselves as women As |

see her the superwoman will be Woman
plus not minus.

“She will be more beautiful, more bril-
Han: more noble than the woman of to-
day, but instead of growing away [rom
wifehood and maternity she will bring
poth to a perfection they have not previ-
ously known

“wWe shrll not bhave the superwoman
antil we get two thirgs clear In our
minds First, that women are as im-

portant to the world as men; second. that
thelr Importance must be manifested in
different ways to achieve its full effective-
pess. Some of the most advanced suf-
fragists are busy proclaiming that out of
107 occupations women have already
taken up 100 and that they are going to
take up the other seven right away, ths
job of the steeplejack, for instance, or
loading conl op barges. That's nonsense

“The superwoman will bave other
things to do. 1 do pot believe that she
ean find any accomplishment greater

than the marriage it will lie withia ber

power to make. She will bave such &
wealth to give her husband and children.

“The ideal wife is one who is able to
provide for her husband's mental and
spiritual comfort and encouragement as
well as for his material well being

“The superwoman will own a supreme-
ly strong snd well body. Women are at
iast beginning to realize the awful handi-
cap of spiritual Once they
made it 8 matter of pride and the fash-
jonable lady considered her ability to
faint at a moment's notice a sure sign
of breeding and refinement But giving
her heart and lungs and feet room to
move, the modern woman tikes a long
step toward superwomanhood.

*The day is coming when every woman
will be beautiful., There Iz & mistake
somewhere when a woman hasn't a
beautiful face. just as there has been a
mistake when she has a beautiful face
and a soul that doesn't match

“ln the superwoman wea shall find In
flower three virtues budding In the soul
of the woman of today—honor, tolerance
and courage. There will be an end to
petty lles, mean prejudices and unworthy
timidity.

“The Indlan poet Tagore has a line
splendidly expressing superwomanhood.
It is this: ‘Where the mind is without
fear and the head is held high.' And
of course to win this state the mind must
be educated, not in the schools alone but
through contact with life. A superwom-
an without brauins of the first order is ln-
concefvable.

“Witk all this splendld equipment she
will be willing to devote her life to one
man and his children. She could do
nothing finer.”

weskness

of getting married as practiced by this
winner of three men ls this:
The girl who wants a husband must

have (1) Sympathy; (2} & sense of
bumor: (3) courage
She may have (1) Beauty; (2) busi-

ness training; (3) suffragette leanings.

She must have (1) A desire to argue;
(2)masculine manners; (3) = sense of
superiority.

And even if she lives up to all these
categoric requirements a widow or a
divoreee is likely to beat her to [t

“The feminine trait which mukes the

piggest sort of a hit with almost any
man Is sympathy,” said Mr. DBolton in
discussing his "Rule of Three” "It Is

a mingling of admiration and the desire
to healp and comfort. It Is seen ir
girl who thrills over a man's stories of
big game hunting or civil engineering
in savage countries and then
stinetively, ‘But if you had been ill with
no one to take care of you.
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“So0 often 1 have known a man to
marry & woman with neither looks nor
brains nor anything else to recommend
her. And a few inquiries have invari-
ably shown that her sympathetlic moth-
erly disposition was what attracted him

“Brains do a girl no harm If she keeps
them under proper cootrol. A clever
man likes a woman who I8 clever enough
to appreciate him and more than that
he will come to appreciate her clever-
ness for itself if it's not of the com-
bative sort. The average man detests
a woman who always wants o argue
with him.

“A man may readily fall in love with
a woman who is clever and who csn be
& good comfide, but he doesn’t care for
the affection of the masculine manner.
In essence & woman must remain fem-
inine to touch his emotional nature
Likewise he resents a sense of her su-
periority when It exista Io her. He (re-
quently gives bher a pedestal, but he
doesu't llke to find Ler already pused oD
one and looking calmly down at him

« “In geotting married ss in other pur
suits nothing succeeds like success One

reason why the modern girl has fewer
mairimonial chanees is the great activity
of the widow and the divorcee

the latter partly returning a

Of coursa

ptones by

man to circulstion when she ig through
with him.”™

And vet, knowing all this so well, Mr
Bolton knew not how to keep the love
of his wife, nor to ward off the atten-
tion of & *virtuous' Englishman.
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No nne who has read any of Mr. Ham-
fiton's books or novels would have
thought for a minute he would have
bebaved as scandelously as he did. His
play. “The Blindness of Virtue, is the
climax of his moral and purity preach-
ments It iells the story of an innocent
and also morally [gnorant young par-

who falls in love with &
the parsonage and is
the student’s
The preach-
a high plane
apparent

son's danghter
student at
raught by the [(ather in
room [n her mnightgown.
ment of virtue is on such
and is driven home with such
sincerity it is worth while quoting part=
of the play In Hamilton's
subsequent conduct.

Harry ia the good parson.  Helen s
his good and trusting wile ffie In the
sweet, Innoecent daughter of this year,
and Archie I the young student who, as
the play nears its end, proves to be an
extremely well-behaved young man fguite
immune to temptation One scene opens
with this eonversation between the par-

VOULR

view of Mr.

son and bis wife

Hialen—Fut how ean you expect & girl

to be innocent If she ls not ignorant?

Harry—That's Just exactly what 1
have asked you to come here 1O tell ma
You smy that Mary Ann was A muodal
ook at her now Helen, why don't we
tell our children the (T ith® Why do we
gn on hiding lLehind f{alse modesty and
personal cowardioe? Why, why are we
afraid of loaking at the great simpls
things square in the face?

Helen—0h, It's all  very difficult,

1t's all been argued a thousand

and there's never

Harry

times been any satls-

factory resalts

Harry-HBut why not? Everything elan
has progressod, but in this vital matter
we are still prehistoric. Surely the time

for purltanism Is dead and done with
Surely the per=istent attitude of decelv-
ing our gils snd of dodging their won-
dering questions from the utterly mis-
taken standpoint of rclean-mindedneas is
not for intelligent and humane
Why do we turn sniggering or shame-
faced from youthful gquestions prompted
by an unconsclous awakening of the
maternal instinct? Why do we drive our
ignorant children to such trogedies ns
poor Httle Mary Ann will suffer
all her life? God has made the earth in-
credibly beautiful, but we do nothing to
put beauty Into the lves of His chil-
day His young things ask

people

under

dren Every
their parents the meaning of lifse. Why
don't we tall them, Helan? Why don't

you tell EffieT (He throws his bomb and
watches his wife keenly.)

vs The RULE o THREE
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love with some good-looking, unscrupulous boy?

Healen—You mean Archie?

Huarry—No. I mean anyons. We know nothing of Effie's
mind on this polnt. She ls seventeen and if she Is a healthy
girl she has, whether she knows it or not, the maternal in-
stinct.

Helen—TYes, but she {a clean-minded and good.

Harry—But who's to know that she is strong enough to
resist (emptation? Hers and there, of course, thers are
poor girls to whom morality and innocence mean nothing
under the stress of nature. But to ninety-nine out of a hun-
dred virtue means evarything, and I say now that a woman
who lets her daughter struggle blindly through the awaken-

ing years of her womanhood is not fit to ba her mother.
Following the first harsh words they have ever had In
thelr life, Helen, after a mighty struggle with herself, prom-
lsea to tell Effle.
The next act !s laid in Archie’s bdedroom. Archie has
been away most of the night in London celebrating with a
friend. He is dressed and exer-
cising when his door eoftly
opoens and Effle entsrs with a
scarlet dressing gown over her
\ nightdress. Her fest are bare.
= Effie—It I8 you then. I woke
op suddenly and thought 1
heard you. (Efffe looks angelic and all
flushed from sleep.) You gave ms & hor-
ribly lonely day and kept me up half the
night. You must pay for these things by
doing just what I want you to do.

Archie—] kapt you up ball the night?
How?

Effie—Well, you don’t supposs 1 was
going to let you come in without hear-
ing all the detalls of your day, do you?
I walted here till I fall asleep. It was 4
o'clock when I went to my room.

Archie (gasping)—You waited here!

Effle—Yes, of course, I did. Whare
else should I walt?

After a mildly innocent conversmtion
she confesses her love for him snd he
in turn, catching her In his arms, con-
fexses his for her He urges her to go.
but she can see nothing wrong o stay-
ing. and as they hear steps lo the bhall
he catches her up and hides her In &
cupboard as the door opens and Halen
enters. She remalns but a short time
and Effla comes out as quickly as her
mother laaves, Indignant at Archle when
he again urges her to leave the room.

She savs he doesn’'t love her, he says he
does and they fall into each other's arms

again. Her father finds them In this
position.

The father sends Effle out of the
room. Archie triea to explaln that her

visit was perfectly ionocent and is called
g lar for his pains.

Archle (thickly and passionately)—
Blama yourself for this. Blame your wils.
Effle never knew what she was dolng.
She knows nothing. If I hadn't adored
her and hadn't been trying for all 1 was
worth to play the game for your sake |
should have gone to her room before to-
duy and 1 should have locked my doug

this morning. 1 wanted to. Oh, my G.d

how 1 wanted to. And she wanted me 10

stay though she didn’t know why 1t

r ‘l ghe had stayed we should not have been

2 to blame. You would, you and your

Cosro HarMzrrraX, wife. Goodbye. Tou send me etraluiit
to hell

Helen (a note of amazement and But he doesn’'t go there. any»vay.

shock In her voice)—Effis? Tell Effie? Harry discovers that his wife had oot

Harry—Yes, darling, Effie. She is very told Effie anything. He discovers 100,

near A woman We have deliberately that both she and Archis are ipnocent,

and the play ends with his promise to
marry them.

shiclded her against the questions of sex
What might happen to her if she fell In

_—

Queer Typographical Twists

YPES have a habit of getting trans- An amusing twist of the type once
l posed. and sometimes the twist developed in proof sheets, and It was
given the letters in newspapers I8

luck that the paper did not print the
mistakes In spelling and transpositions item and cause a seasatlon. It wes in
ire found in the papers. especially on a Southern city, and the Confedwrate
afternoon dallies, where stories of Memorial Day is held about a week zufter
news are written and =et up in type in the customary Memorial Day north of
a continual race against time to “make"” the Ohio River. In writing about the
an edition. It Is & case of hurry, hurry parade and the oid soldiers who had
hurry. as the news is “railroadad” (with- worn gray uniforms in the war between
out proof reading or any great amount the states, the reporter mentioned the
of editing) into the paper.

“battle-scarred veterans” who had
A friend can be coaverted into a fiend

the

marched through the streets

by the simple dropping of the letter When the proofs of the story came
wp"  Men tried and true are easil from the composing room., the 1ype
. ¢ - ¥ made them “battle-scared weteran- "

made tired. Motion picture films are -
made into flims in the twinkling of an
eye, and a calm person can he turned
into & clam without much trouble.
During the late war in the Balkans
the Bulgarian army played a prominent
part in the fighting, and one night the
cable news stated that the Bulgarian
army wonld Invade a town with a name
that could hardly be written, let alone On the Pacific Coast the newspapers,
pronounced. Oue paper ran the story In in abbreviating the Southera Pacine
black-faced type om the front page un- Railrosd. call it the “Espes.” One time.
der the largest headlines it runs om that bowever, in an {tem about this railroad
page. and the readers were surprised to system, the type made it the "Escape.”
jearn the following morning that “Bur- but there was nothing in the ftem to in=
glars” would enter the town im question. dicate from what It had “‘escaped.”

This, of course, was corrected and
back to the composing room with tue
request for a revised proof Thesa
cama down and the “battle-scared
terans” had grown into ‘‘bottle-scarreq
veterans.” Back to the printar went the
proofs snd on the third attempt they
were finally referred to as “battle
scarred veterans.”
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